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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on Feb. 
13, 2007 has been;entered. 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the ihVention to which the claims are directed. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this 'section made in this Office action: 

..-<. % 
A person sKail Be entitled to a patent unless -A' 

■■■ >• . 

(e) the inventjori was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 
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The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) as being anticipated by Leblang 
et al (US Patent 5,574,898). 

As per claim 1 , Leblang discloses [a] file system which operates on an operating 
system, comprising: 

an access executing unit which, when an access to a file occurs, processes 
said file in accordance with said access^(col. 8, lines 31-42, as UNIX I/O calls such 
as read and open to elements are intercepted by the file system kernel, col. 14, lines 

23-28); 

a user defined process holding unit which holds a user defined process 
which has previously been defined by the user (col. 7, lines 2-8, lines 36-37,as user 
typically defined sub-branches in some of the elements); and 

a file managing unit which manages said file (col. 20, lines 62-63, as each file 
element type has a type manager program which handles all elements of that type), 
said file including a data area (col. 20, lines 66-67, as the type manager for the text- 
file elements type implements the storage for text files (i.e., as data container) and a 
meta data area (col. 21 , lines 6-8, as versions of files, for example, query commands 
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it'; 

that work on the meta data enable users to find all versions creates by user John in that 
last month with a CodeQuality of A), said meta data area providing an extended 
meta data area to store extended meta data correlating said file and said user 
defined process held in said user defined process holding unit (col. 18, lines 29- 
40, as some kinds of meta data can be automatically recorded by the system as 
development progress. This record is associated with the objects involved in system 
operations, wherein the object are versions or elements, but the can also be the user- 
defined meta-data objects ); and 

a defined process executing unit which executes said user defined process 
correlated by the extended meta data of said file managing unit by using the 
access to said file as a trigger (col. 17, lines 34-48, as user performs operations, a 
trigger fires executing a specific procedure actions). 

As per claim 2, Leblang further teaches wherein said file managing unit enables 
the user to designate a format of said extended meta data area (col. 18, lines 45-46). 

As per claim 3, Leblang further teaches wherein said file managing unit 
designates the format of said extended meta data area in accordance with contents in 
said data area (col. 18, lines 47-52). 

As per claim 4, Leblang further teaches wherein said file managing unit sets 
meta data, namely, a file type as a format of said extended meta data area and 
determines the format of said extended meta data area in accordance with said 
file type (col. 18, lines 48-52). 
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As per claim 5, Leblang further teaches wherein said file managing unit 
determines the file type upon creation of the file, sets the extended meta data area in 
accordance with said file type, and thereafter, enables the user to change said 
file type and change said extended meta data area (col. 18, lines 52-67). 

As per claim 6, Leblang further teaches wherein said file managing unit 
automatically determines the file type from the contents in the data area of 
said file and also automatically determines said extended meta data area (col. 17, lines 
28-33). 

As per claim 7, Leblang further teaches wherein said file managing unit has a 
tree structure using a directory for managing a plurality of files, and the file 
type which is set upon creation of the file succeeds a file type of a parent 
directory (col. 6, lines 55-65). 

As per claim 8, Leblang further teaches wherein said file managing unit holds 
information extracted from said data area as extended meta data into said 
extended meta data area (col. 18, lines 33-34). 

As per claim 9, Leblang further teaches wherein said extended meta data 
extracted from said data area is duplicated and held in said data area and said 
extended meta data area (col. 13, lines 57-62, col. 14, lines 31-33). 

As per claim 10, Leblang further teaches wherein in said extended meta data 
extracted from said data area, a substance is held in said data area and a 
pointer to the substance in said data area is held in said extended meta data 
area (col. 8, lines 43-51 ). 



Application/Control Number: 10/086,894 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2168 

As per claim 1 1 , Leblang further teaches wherein upon writing into the data area 
of said file, said defined process executing unit changes extended meta data in 
said meta data area on the basis of said user defined process (col. 18, lines 14-16, col. 
11, lines 59.-62). 

As per claim 12, Leblang further teaches wherein upon writing into the data area 
of said file, said defined process executing unit sends a message to a user 
program which is additionally provided and changes extended meta data in said 
extended meta data area (col. 1 1 , lines 63-67). 

As per claim 13, Leblang further teaches wherein upon writing into the data area 
of said file, said defined process executing unit sets a data area change flag to 
a high level and changes extended meta data extended in said extended meta data 
area by using the fact, as a trigger, that said flag has been set to the high 
level by a user program which is additionally provided (col. 12, lines 1-2). 

As per claim 14, Leblang further teaches wherein said defined process executing 
unit executes the user defined process in accordance with said file type (col. 16, lines 8- 
16). 

As per claim 1 5, Leblang further teaches an API for allowing the user 
to define a process (col. 8, lines 35-36). 

As per claim 16, Leblang further teaches wherein said APj has a double layer 
structure comprising an API which is executed in a kernel area and an API which 
is executed in a user area (col. 8, lines 36-42). 
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As per claim 17, Leblang further teaches wherein a size of said extended meta 
data area is variable in accordance with the file contents (col. 10, lines 64-67). 

Claims 18 and 35 recite similar limitations, except in the context of a method, a 
computer-readable medium, respectively. Therefore, they are rejected under the same 
rationale as stated in claim 1. 

Claims 19-34 have similar limitations as claims 2-17; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same subject matter. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record, listed on form PTO-892, and not relied upon, if any, 
is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DEBBIE M. LE whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4111. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tim Vo can be reached on (571) 272-3642. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/086,894 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2168 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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